CHEMISTRY   IN   AMERICA
The modern doctrine of definite proportions or equivalent proportions was then only beginning to be understood; the combining proportions of bodies were generally given in centesimal numbers, and thus the memory was burdened, and with little satisfaction. The modern analysis of organic bodies was then hardly begun. Galvanism had indeed awakened Europe, and progress had been made toward those interesting developments which have filled the world with astonishment; but their era was several years later. "We may not, therefore, impute to a professor of that period the deficiencies which belonged to that stage of the science. I had not reason to regret that I attended on the lectures of Dr. Woodhouse. He supplied the first stepping stones by which I was enabled at no distant day to mount higher.
Benjamin Rush wrote of Woodhouse:
He was a neat experimenter, but averse from principles in chemistry .... his lectures contained nothing but facts. He was an open and rude infidel. (Rush, A Memorial, printed in 1905.)
A third contemporary remarks:
Upon Woodhouse Js appointment to the professorship at the University of Pennsylvania, he began immediately to prepare himself for the duties of his new and promising career. He became, in a short time, so expert and successful an experimenter, as to receive from Dr. Priestley, who had just arrived in the United States, very flattering comments on his dexterity and skill. That distinguished gentleman, on seeing him engaged in the business of his laboratory, did not hesitate to pronounce him equal, as an experimenter, to anyone he had seen in either England or France. At times, his devotion to chemistry and the labor he sustained in the cultivation of it were perfectly
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